





Numb. 125. 


MERCATOR: 


OR, 


Coniwiirerce 


Retriched, 


BEING 
ConsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, €c. 





From Cuefaap, March 9. to Churfoap, March 11. 1713. 





The Oppofers Affertion, that if the Treaty of Commerce with France be made Effettual, our Trade to Por- 


tugal will be loft, aefervedly Expofed. 
Their Arguments for this Abfurdity fum’d up. 


Thefe Clamours raifed only by the Traders to Portugal, who feek to Afonopolize the Wine-Trade, and are 


afraid of an Extended Commerce. 


This abafe private Spirit to the Prejudice of their own Country. 

Many of them Foreigners, who confequently care not for the publick Advantage. 

A Scheme of our Exportation to Portugal, Anno 1684. 

They are defired to tell what we Imported that Year, to Ballance fuch an Exportation. 
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HE MERCATOR has now proved, 

1. That altho’ the Trade to Portugal be ex- 

ceeding great; yet that it is nothing near fo 

great as the Oppofers of the Treaty of 
Commerce with France have Suggefled it to be. And 
2. That what Encreafe there has been, has not been 
the Confequence of, or produced by the Treaty made 
by Mr. Methven in 1703. but has another vifible Caufe 
to be affign’d to it, and this Caufe is the Encreafe of the 
Brafil Trade. 

The prefent thing to be fpoken to is the Abfurdity 
of that Notion which {9 much Noife has been made 
of, viz. that if the Treaty with France fhould be made 
effectual, our Trade with Portugal will be loft. 

This is the Interence drawn from all that the Op- 
pofers fay in this Cafe, and this is that with which they 
alarm and amufe the deceived People, and it is upon 


this Suppofition, that as we know they are preparing. 


Petitions, and have fent them into the Country ready 
drawn for the poor Country Clothiers, by an implicit 
Blackwel-hall Faith, to fign and fend up, as if it was 
the real Complaint of the Country Manufacturers. 

This is all which they think of Weight to build the 
Party-clamour they are making upon: If then this 
ihould be proved to be a Chimera, all their Delufions 
abovefaid muft fall to the Ground with it. To fet this 
in ative Light, the MERCATOR fhall firft give the 
aae of the Objection, as they really form it, as fol- 
OwWs. 

They alledge, ‘* That upon Mr. Methven’s Treaty, 
“ England having agreed, that the French Wines fhall 
“ always pay in England one third Duty more than the 
“ Portuguefe, and that upon this Condition the Por- 
“ tuguefe were content to take off the Prohibition in 
Portugal upon fome of our Woollen Manufactures : 
That thercfore, as foon as we fhall make a Contra- 
vention of this Convention, and fhal] admit the 
French Wines into England at a lower Duty, &c. 
that then the Portuguefe will prohibit all our Wool- 
“ Jen Manufaétures, yea, and break with us alfo, 

This is a fair Deduction of what thefe People have 
aledged, if there be any Error in it, it is that it may 
Not fay fo much of ic as they fay. 
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It is true, and it may very properly be obferved here, 
thar the People who make thefe Objections are origi- 
nally Portugal Merchants and Traders; and of whom, 
confidering, as in our laft, like the Silver-fmiths in 
Ephefus thcir Shrine-making is the Cafe, and their 
Craft is in danger, nothing better could be expested ; 
and for this Reafon it is not to be wonder'd at in them. 
They are, no doubt, very willing to make the Wine 
Trade a Monopoly, as far as lies in them, and that 
particularly in the Article of Portugal Wine. 


But it is nopen we have other Branches of Com-. 


merce to be taken care of, and they are ill Parents 
who ftarve fome of thtir Children to feed the reft. 
And 

It is certain in the firft Place, that before the War, 
and when as thefe Men alledge the Quantity of French 
Wine was fo very great in England, The Portugal 
Wine Imported, paid more Duty than the French 
Wines by 81. 10s. od. per Ton, or thereabont; and 
yet at that time this was thought to be no Encroach- 
ment on the Portugal Trade, nor was it any Obftru- 
tion then to the Exportation of our Manufaétures to 
Portugal, whic were fent then to Portugal in vey 
large Quantities. 

So that this Treaty puts the Portuguefe in a much 
better Condition than they were in before the War, 
and yet in that time we drove a very great and a very 

rofitable Trade to Portugal, and in fpight of all thefe 
Sen pretendto. The MERCATOR fays the Cu- 
ftom-houfe Books which are right in this Trade, will 
tnake it appear, that we had even then a great Ballance 
in our Favour, and under that Difference, yet then the 
Trade to Brafils began to Encreafe. 

If then the Brafil Trade, and confequently the whole 
Trade to Portugal began to Encreafe and Improve, 
when we, as it were, excluded their Wines, by making 
them pay 8]. 10s. per Ton MORE tor Cuftom than 
the French. Why muft we be afraid that all our Trade 
with Portugal fhould be loft upon bringing them toa 
Par ? ) 

It does not feem rational on either fide, for if we 
gain'd upon the Trade under that Difcouragemenr, why 
jhould we lofe the Trade, by bringiiig them to an 

Equality ? 
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quality ? The Cafe is clear, that we Traded with Por- 
vail with fach Goods as they want, and cannot be 
without, nor will the Portuguefe want our Correfpon- 
dence and our Manufactures for rwice the Value of all 
the Wines which we take of them. 

* If the Portuguefe did not find our Trade both Ne- 
ceflary and Profitable to them, why did they Trade with 
us when we kept their Wines under fuch univerfal 
Difcouragement as to make them pay 81. per Ton more 
Duties than the French Wines ? And why is bringing 
them down to a PAR with the French, now coun- 
ted aHardfhip, when the giving the French the Ad- 
vantage was no Hardfhip before? Bur there are fome 
People, who if you give them an Inch, will have the 
Modefty to crave an Ell. 

Befides all this, let us enquire what preference to 
other Nations do we enjoy in Portugal: Do we pay lefs 
than the French in Portugal, why then fhould the 
Portuguefe pay lefs than the French here ? 

Ic is well known, we pay greater Duties in Portugal 
for our Woollen Manufactures than we pay in any Na- 
tion in Chriftendom, and that bya great deal ; and if 
there is any Cuftomary abatement it is Fix/f, Arbitrary ; 
Secondly, Uncertain ; And, Thirdly, It does not Reduce 
us fo low, but we pay, I fay, after thofe abatements, 
more Duty than we pay in any Port or Kingdom in 
Chriftendom upon the fame Goods. Thefe are Confi- 
derations that might weigh with any Men but Portugal 
Merchants, and Party-Men, join’d together. But of 
that hereafter. 

To Return to the Trade of our Manufactures to 
Portugal before the War; The MERCATOR fays, 
that notwithftanding that we took not above 4 or 500 
Ton of Wines a Year of them, and that we kept up 
an extravagant Duty upon their Wines here, to their 
effectual Difcouragement, yet the MERCATOR has 
feen a Scheme or Draught from the Cuftom-houte of 
the Exportation of Woollen Goods to Portugal in the 
Year 1684, of which this is the Copy as follows, 
which, if it be right, will Confute all that thefe Peo 

ple have offered upon the Subject. | 


An Account of Woollen Goods Exported from England 
to Portugal, from Chriftmas, 16 83, to Chrift- 
mas 1684; 4 follows, — 


g Double — -— 6728 Pieces 


























Minikin 5429 
» )Single. — —— 1673 
ai Danfagle a << = 117 
( Broad — Ss -———s*d1533 
; | Long — 2634. 
8 Short — —— 1927 
> | Spanifh —— —— 3466 
a ¢ Yorkfhire dozens — -——— 2072 
S | Kerfies 1763 
O 1 Cloth Lifs —— ——= 11060 Yards 
Rafhes a Se 139 























Cottons per Goad meee ms usally 
Plains —_—-- Ry oP 
Flannel per Yard 19072 
Frize ———— 35397 
Stocking Woafted and Woollen — 37879 doz. 
Perpets and Serges — 485297 1. 
Stuffs and Says —— 1682251. 
Stuffs with Silk — —- 4235 I. 
Hats Felt —_—— ma 659 doz, 
Ditto Caftors —_—-— — 413 doz 
3, doz. 
Devon Dozens —---— 1017 


Rugs and Blankets ad Valorem-—— 1. 116: 138: 3904 


This Account extends only to Woollen Manufictures: 
other Goods were fent in great Quantities. , 


If this Account be Right, or near Right, which the 
MERC ATOR has very good Reafon. to believe 
tho” he does not, like thefe Men, Vouch and Affirm ir. 
Right or Wrong; But if it be Right, the MERC A. 
TOR defires the Oppofers, for the Satisfiction of the 
Publick, and in Defence of their own Aflértion (viz.) 
That we had no Ballance before the Warain our Trade 
to Portugal ; to rell the World what Goods we received 
from Portugal in that Year to Ballance the Account of 
our Manufaéiures which we fent thither: This they 
ought to do, or fairly to acknowledge that they have 
Impofed upon the World. 

In fhort; The MERCATOR affirms, and has 
fuficiently proved, that to fiy we !ad no Ballance on 
our Side in our Trade to Portugal before the War, is 
to fay what zs falfe. : 

To fay that we had no Ballance, as above, before the 
late Treaty with Portugal, is to fay what zs falfe. 

To fay that the late Treaty is the occafion of the 
ia of the Trade to Portugal, is to fy whar 
ws falfe. 

To fay that by any Contravention of that Treaty we 
fhall lofe the Portugal Trade, or any part of it, is to fay 
what there is no ground for, and is therefore fale. 





ERR AT A in the last. 


Col. 1. line 22. for know read known. Col. 2. line 17, 
for it ts not read uw it not. bbid. lin. 22. for it ts 
mot read ws it nor. tbid. lin. 21. after lies place (>) 
Ibid. lin. 28, after World place(?) Col. 3. lin. 35. 
for made, from read made ; (viz.) from. bid. lin. 37. 
for Ouxt-Port read Out-Ports. Vbid. lin. 38. after 8703 
read Tons. Col. 4. lin. 14. for but read yer. Ibid, lin. 29. 
dele yet. 








LONDON: Printed for Ben}. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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